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Naphtali Lewis, who edited the Babatha documents, suggested that the Greek term represented a variant or corruption of "mina" (mnç). Glen Bowersock, however, argued that Lewis's interpretation was based on a misunderstanding of the associated term leptã, which means coins of very low value, presumably from the low degree of fineness (leptÒw "thin"). 2 Bowersock conjectured that the small amount of silver in these coins would have allowed for a process of oxidation to have turned the coins black. He noted that in the last years of the Nabataean kingdom, where the documents were written, the silver content of the coins was of a sufficiently low amount. These would have been the "blacks" spoken of in the documents. YaAEakov Meshorer took issue with Bowersock's explanation, arguing that the papyrus documents indicate that the "blacks" were not of low value, and anyway low quality silver would not turn. His conclusion is precisely opposite to Bowersock: the "blacks" are Roman denarii of high quality silver. 3 Meshorer's arguments, in turn, were examined by N. Lewis, who concluded that "any attempt to identify the blacks of P. Yadin as any kind of Roman denarii, old or new, full-weight or devalued, is doomed to be an exercise in futility," and he maintained a Semitic origin for the term. 4 Similarly, Martin Goodman thinks that "blacks" refer to a pre-Roman coinage system. 5 Finally, in a joint article by Hannah Cotton and Wolfram Weiser, Cotton proved that the term as used in the documents must refer to pre-Roman Nabataean currency, and Weiser showed that Nabataean silver selaAEim (the "blacks" are silver as indicated in P. Yadin 5a, lines 7, 13-14; 5b, lines 4, 7) from 17/18 to 106 CE were made of a silver alloy with a high mixture (at least 50%) of base metals, especially copper, which would have quickly turned the coins black. 6 Thus, their conclusion that the "blacks" was a Roman term of disparagement for Nabataean selaAEim, which were nonetheless officially accepted by the Roman government after Nabataea became a Roman province, Provincia Arabia, in 106 CE.
This conclusion, recalling Bowersock's original assertion, has much in its favor. Firstly, "black" is commonly found, although from a considerably later period, as an adjective for coins of low silver alloy. Weiser refers to Schwarze Pfennige mentioned from the 14th to the 17th centuries in various parts of Germany, and Denier Noir is found as early as the 12th century. 7 Secondly, it is possible that, in a reverse
